
An Eco Center in Kathmandu!

Imagine a center where school children, tea-
chers, parents and authorities meet, learn, be-
come inspired and take action towards addres-
sing local environmental problems. A center that 
makes it fun to learn about ecosystems and en-
vironmental challenges, where children can play 
with worm composting, organic gardening and 
construction of erosion models. 

The center will demonstrate practical solutions 
through its construction – it will be earthquake 
resistant, made of environmentally-friendly lo-
cal materials, run on solar energy, harvest rain-
water, use biogas for cooking, and be zero waste. 
Such a center will create a lively lea-
rning hub where the youth of 
Nepal and the population 
can engage and inter-
actively transform 
knowledge into 
local action.

Why an Eco Center?

In view of the growing population and expanding 
urbanization, pollution and environmental degra-
dation have emerged as a severe problem in Ne-
pal – from toxic pollution of soil and water, failed 
waste management, water shortages, to   overex-
ploitation of forests, erosion, and flash floods. In 
addition comes climate change and the melting of 
the glaciers, plus the fact that Nepal lies on a ma-
jor fault line and is earthquake prone. 

Basic understanding of these problems are 
taught only theoretically in schools, without al-
lowing students to do their own tests and analy-
ses in order to gain deeper analytical understan-
ding and awareness of the problems. 

While waiting for national political change the 
next generation and the general population 

must be better equipped to understand and 
address these challenges on a local level. 

But this must be doable, fun, interac-
tive and social too! This is where 

the eco center and our interac-
tive environmental educa-

tion program come in.

ECO CENTER NEPAL
– a place to learn
about responsible  
natural resource use  
and nature in Nepal
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Our Approach

The eco center will house our existing interactive environmental 
education program already working with schools, communities, 
civil society, the government and individuals to change teaching 
methods and promote awareness and skills for responsible ma-
nagement of natural resources. 

Goals of the Eco Center project  

• Create a locally recognized and economically self-reliant in-
stitution

• Provide interactive environmental education to Nepalese 
school children, teachers and authorities. 

• Advocate and raise awareness about environmental problems 
and potential solutions to the general population and towards 
the government of Nepal.

Effects of the Eco Center project

• Gather youth, adults and authorities around environmental 
solutions.

• Environmental education and actions are fun and interactive.

• Create a local grass root movement by educating youth to 
take action around their individual lives. 

Who we are
The two NGOs, Wildlife Conservation 
Nepal (WCN) and Danish Forestry Ex-
tension (DFE) work in a joint partners-
hip, Nepal Nature School. The main re-
sults have been:

• Extensive experience with Int-
eractive Environmental Education 
by conducting IEE activities in 
800 schools.

• Development of IEE teaching ma-
terials such as manuals and text 
books.

• Institutionalization of IEE through 
developing and implementing 2 
local curricula. 

• 1 policy framework on local curri-
culum jointly developed with the 
Government of Nepal as a major 
advocacy success.

• Ability to scale up impacts 
through developing official na-
tional teacher training to educate 
eco teachers in all 75 districts of 
Nepal.

• Greening and certifying schools to 
become environmentally friendly.

• Facilitate national teacher coordi-
nation through establishment of 
an online network for all 35000 
schools of Nepal. 

…but we still aim to meet our goal of 
reaching all 35,000 schools in Nepal. 
The Eco Center will help us institutio-
nalize our successful program and con-
tinue to provide services to improve 
environmental education in Nepal.

The eco-center will be located in the 
suburb of Kathmandu, Nepal.
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Interested in supporting to make the Eco Center a reality? Contact us: 
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Students analyzing their school waste.


